Rules of the Game by Amy Tan
Summary
“Rules of the Game" is a short story by Amy Tan. It tells the story of Waverly Jong, a young Chinese-American girl who becomes a chess prodigy. The story is set in San Francisco's Chinatown, where Waverly lives with her mother, an immigrant from China, father and her brothers.
Waverly was born on March 17,1951. At the age of 6 Waverly’s mother teaches her the art of invisible strength, by telling her to bite back her tongue and not to reveal her feelings and emotions when she wants something. 
Waverly's journey into chess begins after Vincent, one of Waverly’s brothers, received a used chess set at the annual Christmas party. She becomes fascinated by the game at the age of 7 (American calendar) or 8 (Chinese calendar), after watching Vincent and Winston play it. Waverly learns to play borrowing books from the library. She practices relentlessly, learning not just the rules of chess but also strategies that require deep thinking and patience. Her talent soon becomes evident, and she starts playing local tournaments (after using reverse psychology to convince her mother to allow her to participate in these tournaments).
Waverly wins all the chess games, she becomes a national chess champion, and her success brings pride to her family, particularly her mother. However, this success also creates tension between Waverly and her mother. Mrs. Jong often boasts about Waverly's achievements, which makes Waverly feel pressured and controlled. Waverly begins to see her mother as an opponent, not just in life but metaphorically in the game of chess. She manipulates her family and causes them to make concessions. 
The climax of the story occurs when Waverly, frustrated by her mother's constant interference and showing her off, confronts her in the market and runs away. When she returns home, she goes to her room. She imagines a chessboard in her mind, where she loses to her mother. This moment symbolizes Waverly's realization of how much control her mother has over her life. She ponders her next move, thinking about ways to deal with the situation.
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QUESTIONS
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Read the three short extracts from the story. Choose one and explain why it is an interesting/confusing/important/enjoyable passage and explain why you chose it.
2. Write how you would feel if you were Waverly. Explain why you would feel this way.
3. What real-life people or events are you reminded of by characters or events in the story? Explain why.
4. If the events of the story happened at present, how would they be different?
5. Describe an event from your own life/the life of someone you know personally and compare it to one of the themes/conflicts/messages of your piece.
6. Write about what would happen if you brought one of the characters to school or home for a day.
7. Describe a conflict you have experienced. How would Waverly/Mrs. Jong react to the situation? Explain why.
8. How does the author provide information or details to make the story seem realistic?
9. Where and when does the story take place? How does this affect the events in the story?
10. What problem does the narrator of the story face? How does she solve it?

